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Our first meeting of the New Year was called to order by Prez JIM M. 5 minutes late.  I 
hope this is not a sign of things to come for the rest of the year.  He also had no idea 
who was scheduled to handle the Pledge, Song & Prayer.  Gosh, you would think 
having 4 weeks since our last meeting to get ready, it would have been a done deal.  
Oh well, fortunately some of our more reliable members stepped up and performed as 
expected.  I would list their names, but they asked that I keep their names out. 
 
ATHEN ABLES announced that she has a sign up sheet on line protesting the City of 
Modesto’s plan to annex the Wood Colony area north/west of Modesto as part of 
Modesto’s future business parks.  
 
Prez JIM M. reported that 36 Key Clubbers and 7 adults travelled down to Pasadena 
and helped decorate floats for the Rose Parade on New Year’s day.  He also brought 
back a “Kiwanis” shirt that was auctioned off for $10.00 to JOYCE A. 
 
Speaking of Key Clubs, our club sponsors 3 Key Clubs, one at Modesto High, Gregori 
High and Beyer High.  JAN JEAGER has been involved with all three clubs for several 
years, and will continue to be, but she is asking for some help.  Beyer meets on Monday 
@ 2:00 each week, Gregori meets Tuesday at 11:30 each week, and Modesto meets on 
Monday at 4:00 p.m.  There is also a monthly Division 46 Key Club meeting at one of 
the schools at 6:00 p.m. on the first Monday of each month.  Jan needs two to three 
people to step up and help her attend some of these meeting.  If 3 or 4 people 



volunteered, then it could amount to only one or two meetings a month.  JAN is wearing 
out and our membership really needs to step up and help.  The Key Clubs cannot meet 
without an adult in the room, each meeting is only 30 minutes or so.  You really don’t 
need to do anything but show up (similar to what a good many of you do at our weekly 
meetings)......just kidding..I think... 
 
The Marble Drawing was won by TERRY and HAL, but neither of us could pull the blue 
marble that is worth about $75  (we both got ‘scratchers’ that were worthless). 
So much for “winning “.... 
 
The Fine Free Necklace was auctioned of for a mere $20 to RON F.  I wonder what he’s 
got going on..........??? 
 
Happy/Sad bucks:  Nobody was sad, and only 2 people (DON R. & JOYCE A.) were 
‘happy’.....each gave $5 for having gotten their Shingles Shot this year.  DON did catch 
the ‘Shingle bug’, but because he had the shot, it was a very mild case and JOYCE is 
“Shingle” free......... 
 
The rest of the meeting was devoted to our yearly “Planning Meeting.” 
 
There was much discussion regarding what kind of fund raisers we want to pursue this 
coming year.  The Wine Country event was successful, but due to lack of ticket sales, 
we’re going to clear $6300 after splitting with HTC.  Everyone in attendance enjoyed 
themselves and I’m sure they would buy a ticket next year.  The question is, did WE 
enjoy ourselves ??  We made a profit high of $17,000 one year and it’s been going 
down hill ever since.  Seems like maybe after 10 years, it’s time to think of something 
new. 
 
A Bingo Night, Spaghetti Night, several other ideas were tossed about, but no decisions 
were made.  The biggest problem we have is that our membership is shrinking (and 
aging) and selling tickets to anything is getting harder and harder for some members.  
We will also look into having a food booth at the Classic Car Show sponsored by North 
Modesto Kiwanis in June.  There is also some talk of changing our Pancake Breakfast 
into an Omelet Breakfast and charging a bit more ???  This has potential, but it means 
others will have to step up and help.   
 
One of the things we are working on is a Membership Event this next month that will 
hopefully get us thinking about asking others to join us.  The more members we have, 
the easier it becomes to hold new and different events.  Start thinking now about who 
you know, what businesses you associate with, etc. that could benefit by having 
membership in Kiwanis.  We have a committee, headed by PAT G. already planning 
this event.  If you’re the shy type, you won’t even have to ask a potential member or 
business to get involved, just give the committee their names and they’ll handle it.   Just 
think what a difference 10 or 15 new members would bring to our club meetings and our 
clubs potential to do even more and bigger things for our community ???.........More on 
this next week. 



 
We are also hoping to have another “Kiwanis One Day” similar to last years event, 
where our club joined with the other two Modesto clubs and all 8 of the Modesto Key 
Clubs and put together 20,000 meals that we shipped off to Haiti.  This was a one day 
project that involved 10/15 adults and 40 Key Clubbers.  The Board will be setting a 
date soon. 
 
KIWANIS is a great organization and it does great things for our community, but you 
have to put something in before you can get anything out. 
 
See you all next week......Oh, by the way, HAPPY NEW YEAR................ 
 
Terry 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
SPECIAL ANNOUCEMNT 

 
HAL CONKEY’S 90TH BIRTHDAY PARY 

 
Members are invited to Hal's 90th birthday party to be held 

Sunday, January 12th at 1:00 p.m. 
at the Barkin' Dog ,940 11th Street . 

 
No gifts, please,  RSVP 524-5473 by Jan.9th or e-mail at 2halu@comcast.net  
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